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UNESCO DOCUMENT BY TWELVE "EXPERTS ON RESEARCH AND TEACHING 
RELATED TO WOMEN," PARIS, MAY 1980 
In May 1980, the United Nations Educational, Scientific, and 
Cultural Organization (UNESCO) invited twelve "experts on 
research and teaching related to women" to a special meeting in 
Paris. The experts were Julinda Abu Nasr, Director of the 
Institute of Women's Studies in the Arab World (Lebanon); Alya 
Baffoun, Center for Economic Study and Research (Tunisia); 
Teresita Barbieri, Professor of Sociology at the Institute of Social 
Research of the National Autonomous University of Mexico 
(Uruguay); Lil Despradel, sociologist (Dominican Republic); 
Florence Howe, Professor of Humanities, State University of 
New York/College at Old Westbury (United States); Herta 
Kuhrig, Director of the Forschungsgruppe of Women under 
Socialism of the Academy of Knowledge of the DDR (German 
Democratic Republic); Margherita Rendel, Research Lecturer in 
Human Rights and Education, University of London (United 
Kingdom); Marie Angelique Savane, President of the 
Association of African Women for Research and Development 
(Senegal); Madhuri R. Shah, Vice-Chancellor of the S.N.D.T. 
Women's University in Bombay (India); Christiane Souriau, 
Secretary-General of the Center for the Study of Women, 
University of Provence (France); Zenebeworke Tadasse, 
Secretary-General of the Association of African Women for 
Research and Development (Ethiopia); and Mair Verthuy, 
Director of the Simone de Beauvoir Institute, Concordia 
University (Canada). Below, we reprint the document produced 
by this group of experts. 
1. At this meeting (Paris, 5-8 May 1980), 
the Committee of Experts on ''Research and 
Teaching Related to Women: Evaluation and 
Prospects" expresses recognition and 
appreciation of the contribution already 
made by UNESCO towards the improvement 
of the status of women and sees our task as 
adding to and extending work undertaken 
thus far by the Organization. We note with 
satisfaction that the International Congress 
on the Teaching of Human Rights (Vienna, 
12-16 September 1978) has recommended 
that women's studies be treated as a special 
branch of research contributory to the 
development of human rights teaching. We 
reaffirm that the full attainment of women's 
rights and equality is fundamental to 
achieving the goals set out in Article I of the 
Constitution of UNESCO.• 
In accordance with the recommendations 
of the Vienna Congress cited above and the 
Plan for the Development of Human Rights 
Teaching drawn up by a former Committee 
of Experts (UNESCO, Paris, 25-28 June 
1979), we recommend that UNESCO 
cooperate in the creation and development 
of women's studies programmes and 
research as part of university curricula and 
*The purpose of UNESCO as set forth in Article I 
of its Constitution is "to contribute to peace and 
security by promoting collaboration among the 
nations through education, science, and culture in 
order to further universal respect for justice, for 
the rule of law, and for the human rights and 
fundamental freedoms which are affirmed for the 
peoples of the world, without distinction of race, 
sex, language, or religion , by the Charter of the 
United Nations ." 
in other relevant institutions. We know that 
women in general have suffered from 
injustice and from traditions that have 
hindered their full development potential 
and, in most cases, continue to do so. We 
consider that programs for teaching and 
research in women's studies are one of the 
means to securing women's complete 
equality. 
2. Women's studies is justifiable on many 
scores. Despite their contribution to human 
achievement and their vital role in 
production and reproduction, women have 
been given a subordinate role throughout 
history. In order to understand this process 
of subordination, we need, on the one hand, 
a general theoretical framework which 
would situate women in relation to their 
socioeconomic group and, on the other, an 
analysis of the specificity of women's 
situation. 
Women's studies, which has developed 
independently in various countries, has 
already shown that it can enrich both 
scholarship and social policy, demonstrating 
a dynamic force in the development of new 
forms of knowledge. We believe that 
comparative studies will be of special value. 
The intellectual purposes of these studies 
are concerned with correcting and 
completing the record of women's activities. 
As we know, women have commonly been 
omitted from the scholarly record; for 
example, their contribution to historical 
events and to literary work is frequently 
ignored. Topics are often defined in such a 
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way as to exclude women's activities: for 
example, the omission from national income 
statistics of women's unwaged labour in the 
home; in the care of children, the old, the 
sick; in family businesses and subsistence 
agriculture. Similarly, our understanding is 
distorted by subsuming women into the 
categories of the men to whom they are 
attached by family ties: such is the case with 
sociological theories of stratification. 
Different standards and criteria are also 
applied to men and women. 
We are in complete agreement on the 
necessity for women's studies to be both 
interdisciplinary and multidisciplinary, since 
the specificity of the conditions of women 
encompasses all disciplines. Women's 
studies, like other studies of an 
interdisciplinary nature, questions the 
concept and structure of knowledge 
contained within the disciplinary boundaries 
and the power of those who define these 
boundaries and what comes within them. 
The same can be said for women's studies 
within disciplines. By its interdisciplinarity 
and in raising such points, women's studies 
could help bring about a restructuring and 
reunification of knowledge and scholarship 
at present increasingly fragmented, despite 
the fact that much of the most fruitful 
development is taking place between the 
boundaries of established disciplines. 
Women's studies aims at bridging the gap 
between subjective or experiential 
knowledge and academic knowledge . 
Academic knowledge, in its search for 
sustainable certitudes and truths that can be 
proved, tends to devalue subjective and 
experiential knowledge, equating it to 
prejudice. However, such knowledge and 
inherently-based attitudes and behaviour 
are political facts of which politicians and 
administrators must take account. At 
present, subjective experience is not 
regarded as a form of knowledge, although 
experience of others is treated as an object 
for study; as a consequence, an illusion has 
been created that academic study can be 
freed of subjective values and made 
objective. 
The relevance and the credibility of 
teaching and research on women depend on 
their close links with the activities of women 
who are outside the academic structure and 
who may be involved in women's 
movements, associations, groups, etc. The 
mutual criticism and exchange that take 
place between those within and outside the 
academic structure and the dialectical 
process which is engaged are essential to the 
transformation of knowledge and thought. In 
this way, women participate actively in the 
development of the social changes that 
affect them . 
It is apparent to us that all forms of 
socioeconomic planning, if they , are to be 
successful, must take account of the findings 
of research related to women. It follows, 
therefore, not only that such research must 
be developed in all regions but also that its 
results must be disseminated through 
teaching and other mechanisms. 
3. The objectives of programmes for 
teaching and research in women's studi_es 
may be summarized as follows: 
(1) to raise fundamental questions about 
women in society , using a scientific and 
academic approach; 
(2) to stimulate interest in and support of 
research topics relevant to women and 
social change; 
(3) to investigate sociopolitical and cultural 
backgrounds and their effects on the 
status of women; 
(4) to engage in a continuous evaluation of 
research into the history , conditions, 
and changing needs of women; 
(5) to promote the understanding of the 
historical and contemporary roles of 
women in society; 
(6) to encourage a new and full recognition 
of the contribution of women to human 
achievement; 
(7) to ensure that women and issues of 
gender are studied in a non -
discriminatory manner as part of the 
curriculum, either in separate, dis-
tinguishable women's studies courses 
or in courses so transformed as to give 
women's perspective its rightful place; 
(8) to strengthen and widen women's rights 
by providing the conditions which allow 
women to exercise those rights; 
(9) to ensure the equality of all individuals 
without distinction of race, sex, age, 
language, or religion, and thus to 
transform society. 
4. We, the Committee of Experts on 
Teaching and Research Related to Women, 
wish to express our gratitude to UNESCO for 
offering us this opportunity to exchange 
information and ideas on the history, the 
current state, and the future of women's 
studies in our respective regions . We have 
been able to learn from each other's 
experience and thereby deepen our own 
understanding. 
By way of this meeting, UNESCO has 
given encouragement and support to all 
women scholars, researchers, and teachers 
on a global scale and to those who support 
our efforts to develop human rights. 
Two of the participants in the UNESCO 
conference in Paris, May 1980: on left, 
Marie Ang~lique Savane (Senegal); on right, 
Zenebeworke Tadasse (Ethiopia) , Photo-
graph by Florence Howe. 
UNESCO has set us on the path to overcome 
the uneven development of women's studies 
in regard to both teaching and research 
between and within our various regions. 
The experience has enriched us all, and 
we look forward to the consolidation and 
expansion of our work. 
5. Recommendations: 
(1) We welcome the inclusion of women's 
studies in III.S of Appendix I of the Plan 
for the Teaching of Human Rights, and 
draw to the attention of all those to 
whom the Plan is addressed that 
women's studies must be understood as 
a part of every item in the Plan. We 
request that all those charged with the 
implementation of the various elements 
of the Plan report annually and publicly 
on the progress they have accomplished 
in relation to women's studies. It is 
requested that Member States of 
UNESCO consider the possibility of 
earmarking funds for the development 
of women's studies programmes as part 
of their contribution to the Voluntary 
Fund for the implementation of this 
Plan. 
(2) We request UNESCO to ask Member 
States to compile directories of teach-
ing and research on women carried 
out by educational institutions, research 
centers, government departments ,,wom-
en's groups, trade unions, em-
ployers' associations, political par-
ties, and all other relevant bodies. 
These directories should be published 
on a worldwide basis. 
(3) We request UNESCO to provide 
professional assistance for the following: 
(a) designing curriculum research for 
particular regions; 
(b) preparing curricular materials for 
the teaching of women's studies 
especially oriented towards par-
ticular regions. 
(c) developing research tools to 
collect base-line data that may 
be used in women's studies 
programmes and / or action pro-
grammes in the region. 
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(4) We request UNESCO to assist, with all 
the means at its disposal, and to help 
finance-through the Voluntary Fund 
for the Teaching of Human Rights and 
other funds-the organizing of regional 
and transregional seminars on women's 
studies teaching and research, and to 
encourage Member States, NGOs, and 
other appropriate institutions to do 
likewise. 
(5) We request that UNESCO scholarships 
be established to enable women from 
areas where there are few, or no, 
women 's studies courses or programmes 
to attend those existing in other 
countries. 
(6) We request UNESCO to create Visiting 
Professorships to assist in the 
establishment of women's studies 
THE WOMEN'S STUDIES 
CONFERENCE IN BERLIN: 
ANOTHER CHAPTER IN 
THE CONTROVERSY 
By Peggy McIntosh 
Those who read the Winter and Spring 
issues of the Women's Studies Newsletter in 
1979 may remember accounts of con-
troversies among women which sur-
rounded feminist thought, teaching, and 
research in all of West Germany, and 
especially in Berlin. The next chapter in the 
controversy, though far from the last, 
occurred last April at the Free University of 
Berlin, where three hundred people 
attended a conference on "Aims, Content, 
and Institutionalization of Women's Studies 
and Research," sponsored by Berlin's 
Senator for Education, and by the President 
of the Free University of Berlin . Foreign 
participants were invited from Sweden , 
France , Italy , The Netherlands, the United 
Kingdom , and the United States. German 
participants included university faculty, 
administrators , students , and leaders of 
women 's professional groups as well as 
women from the government, the Common 
Market , and the German Federation of 
Trade Unions. 
Perhaps as significant as the list of 
participants were those who did not attend. 
programmes and also to help initiate 
new or additional research programmes . 
(7) We request UNESCO to encourage 
Member States , universities, and other 
institutions to organize regional 
seminars for development of curricula 
on women's studies and for designing 
research on women's problems in a 
cross-cultural setting. Such seminars 
should have the twofold objective of 
training participants in the development 
and teaching of women's studies 
programmes and providing leadership 
training for future efforts in this field. 
(8) We request UNESCO to continue and 
increase coverage, in its various 
publications, of women, women's 
issues, and women's studies in all their 
aspects and to encourage all other U.N. 
At the opening session , the introductory 
remarks of the Senator for Education and the 
President of the University were interrupted 
by heckling, and immediately afterward, 
before the day's program had begun, there 
was an orderly walkout of about fifty women 
who represented thirteen women's or-
ganizations boycotting the conference. A 
long, carefully-written declaration was then 
read, while German and English transcripts 
of the statement were distributed to the 
audience. The declaration explained the 
boycotters' conviction that the conference 
played into the hands of those in power in 
the government and the university who do 
not want to improve the status of women and 
who, in fact, will take over feminist work and 
destroy it while purporting to support it. 
The issues raised by the declaration 
surfaced repeat _edly in subsequent sessions 
of the conference during the next two and a 
half days. Many participants who shared the 
conviction of the boycotters that the 
government and the universities are 
determined to undermine the women's 
movement chose to attend nevertheless , in 
hopes of using the conference-however 
cynical its government sponsors-to make 
some gains for women in the universities. 
Margherita Rendel of the University of 
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agencies to do likewise. 
(9) We request that UNESCO work with its 
Regional Offices in order to collect, 
collate, and publish information about 
women's studies research and teaching 
in the various regions. 
(10) We request UNESCO Headquarters to 
publish a periodical bulletin, at least 
annually , giving regional information on 
the location of centres for women's 
studies, the scope of their activities, the 
availability of documentation, and the 
names and addresses of persons to 
contact. 
(11) Finally, in order to implement the 
recommendations we have set out, we 
request UNESCO to increase the staff, 
budget, and other resources allocated to 
UNESCO women's studies programmes. 
London said, "We must learn to ride on the 
backs of those who intended to ride on 
ours.'' 
For overseas visitors, professional and 
volunteer interpreters translated sotto voce 
into English or German as needed for 
whatever groups huddled around them. The 
cultural distance was lessened by those who 
provided background, explaining that the 
women's movement in Germany grew not 
out of a civil rights movement as in the 
United States, but out of the Marxist student 
movement of the late sixties and seventies 
which attracted the energies of both men 
and women until, disaffected with male-
dominated communes and Communism, 
women formed their own feminist groups. 
Rifts developed between women of the left, 
of the center , and of the right; between 
university and non-university women; 
between those living with men and those 
living with women; between feminist 
community workers and family women. The 
rifts are multiple, as are the women's 
groups. We understood that the conference 
was taking place at the center of at least five 
concentric rings of particularity, each of 
which required special understanding: the 
position of women in Germany generally; of 
women in German universities; of women in 
West Berlin specifically, in the aftermath of 
the student movement; of women at the Free 
University, where initiatives for women have 
